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Race, Law, and the Construction
of Chicano Identity

This presentation is given in
conjunction with the Center
for Advanced Study Inter-
disciplinary Conference,
“Territories and Boundaries:
Geographies of Latinidad”
held October 28 - 30. There
is no fee for the conference
but registration is required
(consult www.cas.uiuc.edu).

In the late 1960s, Mexican
Americans throughout the
Southwest substituted a Chicano
self-conception for a White one.
Viewing that dramatic shift through
the window of two criminal trials
arising in the heavily Mexican
American area of East Los
Angeles, lan Haney Lépez argues
that police and judicial
mistreatment of the community
contributed to the formation of a
nonwhite Chicano identity.
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Photo: Oscar Castillo, from the PBS
series “Chicano! The History of the
Mexican American Civil Rights
Movement.”

For background information, please
consult www.cas.uiuc.edu or the
Miller Events Line, 333 1118.




