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THE FUTURE OF IRAQ cannot be foretold with
any certainty. But its recent history may suggest
both the possibilities and the limits of change.
Three years before the war to remove Saddam
Hussein as Irag’s leader, Charles Tripp wrote that
with the removal of his regime “new spaces will
open up and new possibilities will be created for
other narratives to assert themselves in the shaping
of Iragi history. This does not mean that all traces of
the present regime will vanish. They will continue to
exist both in the processes and structures which it
has developed and in the conditions and attitudes
which allowed it to emerge. The population of Irag
is not condemned to repeat this history ... [but]
those who are seeking to develop a new narrative
for the history of Iragq must recognise the powerful
legacies at work in the country if they do not want
to succumb to their logic.”




