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“Russia was a part of Europe for two centuries: from 1708, the year St.

Petersburg was founded, to 1917, the year of the Bolshevik victory. Before
the eighteenth century, however, Russia had quite another historical destiny.
It maintained closer ties with the Asian steppes and Byzantium than with
Europe. The country was open to the south, the north, and the east rather

than to the west.”
For background information, please consult
www.cas.uiuc.edu or the Miller Events Line,

Author of St. Petersburg: Architecture of the Tzars and one of Russia’s 333-1118.
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